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A. Lecture Saaaary 

1. Itinerary: 

Helsinki - Moscow; rail 

Moscow - Irkutsk; rail (5 days anroute, 2 days la Irkutsk) 
Irkutsk - Odessa - Kiev; air 
Kiev - Chop - Prague - Chat; rail 

2. Finnish sympathies appear largely divided - juro-west and 
pro-Soviet. 

3* Finnish stoaa lue costive heals the Leolagrad-Moocaw bound 
train 8 Biles into USfS territory; i#e,, iron VfrnnatkaSn to Vyborg. 

k. Source nets& m electric iocaatttive, 5700 HP stored near 
Leningrad. (b & w*> 

5* Source reports a 4 minute headway for Leningrad subway tr&iae ? 

2 minute headway for Hoacov subway. 

6. Source engaged in prolific photography and encountered only 
4 rather minor cfojectiorts, sfeiefc he cleverly chviated. 

7. Source eh ta l ne d a photo a£ the Itf car ahep in Leningrad {b & w). 

8. The rail line ie electrified at least 60 ferns west of Lendnijmt. 

9* Source estim a t es about 60 percait of Soviet rolling stock is 
4 -axle. (Ccwaent: fMs statistic is probably tram. Holland Hunter • a 
publication rather than fvan obaeivatioti . ) 


*H v de ejgmte;"a" 'Slack and white pinto, already furnished to 

the /Agency 
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10* Switches and turnout:; arc believed to bo no limiting factor 
m traffic wnr*sa®nt. 

U. Do&le-truek elx?ctrificati©n uu aocoa®llahed by means of 
an individually supported catenary on each track, in cjcmtrast to 
the usual US method af suspending the catenary across both tracks. 

12 * Source ob taine d photo of the TmnlagPfed rail yards (b % w). 

13* Leningrad subMy station on the Beva side seemed aa»eptic*ially 
deep; the tine required to reach the surface on the escalator was 
about 8 minutes, 

14 . Soviet diesel locomotives are built high and accessible 
for maintenance purposes. 

15* Revised (sfurawar 195®) schedule for the overn ight express 
from Leningrad to ftoaaov is 0080 » O01*>, representing speed-up of 
over an hour. Mostly business types and their elves ware observed 
on tills run. 

l6» Motive power from Leningrad to Moscow Include d a 4,000 HP 
diesel electric locomotive, 

1?. Relatively altar passenger schedules are probably due to 
coordination with freight s ch edul e r? rather than track conditions. 

18. Xntourist guide, who generally vacationed In the Carpathians, 
told source the reads were bad, and that a sawn car ma practical . 

19* Source has photo (b A w) of oil -fired steam locomotive; 
serial number 3*708-76. 

20. Source estimates 2/3 of motor traffic in the USSR to be 
trucks. 

21. Source has photo (color) of Pobeda cabs at the Barak 
station in Moscow. 

22. Railroad passenger egeyy fr- f use a gff td* about the else of a 
World Airlines Guide, apparently not in general circulation. 

23* She editorial board of Oudok (already reported by name and 
photo) gave source the Impression of capability, but was not 
communi cative * 

24. Suburban lines were electrified up to about 60 tea outside 
of major cities. 
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25« Bail used around Moscow me generally 104 lbs. with 



A great deal of crushed rock ballast was observed on 
main lines. 

2?» She Traas-SloeGrian 
loccmctive from Moscow. 

20. Each passenger car is heated independently, thereby 
avoiding possible delay resulting fra#, frozen train lines, only 

4 passengers in source's car, 3 foreigners and one unidentified 
^Russian, 

+??\ Bondbed and track on the : feans-£iberiaa run (Moscaw- 
Irkutsk) was maaellemt. Source observed "mag concrete tie 
sections, well scattered," but concrete ties war© never missed 
with wood ties in the same seetiiso of track. 

30» Motive power changed to modem steam (4*8-4, 48,500 lb. 
tractive effort, built at Biarkov) at seme little distance from 

Moscow m fysns-Siberian run, 

31* SSaere were always 2 fireaen on steam locomotives, 
regardless of automatic staking. 

32. Average engine run was s hoars at shout 35 ta.p.h. 

33 • Engines were changed at most division pc tube. 

34. Source has photo (b 4 w) of a £E-3 diesel locomotive 
running as a single unit; observed the single unit S 8-3 pulling 
10 or 11 passenger cara at 50 WPH with no apparent strain. 

35. Source observed no hl^s-speed turnouts on the Moeeow- 
Iitaitsk Win. 

36. Source saw no pipeline conutruction in evidence on 
the M&ecw-lrkutak run. 

37 1 Source experienced excellent service m trains, A 
full course meal averaged about 4*4.00 on the diner at the 
tourist rate of exchange. 

38. Total cost of source's tour within the Soviet FMo n 
was f 907 . OO. 

39* Passenger stations on the TRuas-Sib are varnished, 
rather than p a int ed; source has color photos of several. 
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40. Old stem locomotive built la Schenectady In 1917 
was used for train watering. Source ha© photo which caused one 
of the 4 altercations vrith police. 

41* Source has photo (color) of train load of virgin lands 
settler©, made up of obsolete eouJpniBttt, 

4 a. Source has jfcgto (color) of alt stem locomotive with 
25X1 B4d radio, eu 1k»sk BE. 

43. Wo train-eater operation was observed anywhere along 
the route* The Trane-* Sib to Irkutsk was entirely operated by 
automatic block signalling. 

44. A mtmbar of locaaotlves still are fitted with the old. 
sere^ type couplers in addition to automatic couplers, althou^} 
virtually all r olling stock observe! was fitted with automatic 
coupler© . 

43* Diesel traction was used hws ?agay to Kaaavayevska 
on the Stasns -Siberian. A relatively fast schedule wu© m ai n ta in ed 
free Baa avayeva ka to Gask despite steps 1 &sn meeting westbound 
tafias. 

46. Source observed exeeHect pfagresc on street poring 
in Irkutsk, including much asphalt pawing. 

47 . At the Angara Dm construction site, source observed 
4 turbine® in aarvtee erven though eanstraettes is not yet 
completed. Engineer boasted that all equipment need vm». not 
only node in the USSQF., but in Siberia* Source also uns told 
that a railroad Is to he built across the Angara Dam into Irkutsk. 

46. Source was driven to Qy&kh, a collective farm village 
about 35 miles north of Irkutsk over a good road. Schoolhouse 
had surprisingly modem facilities including physios tm& chemistry 
labs. 

49. Source observed 30-40 big ccasseroial aircraft at 
Irkutsk airport, a*® i.’uuways wore concrete and very long. 

The flight to Odessa from Irkutsk was cade on a TSKLOkst 
33,000 feet averaging 600 MPE. Haute was along the Traaa-Siberi&a 
Railroad from Sovosiblrsk to Omsk and weather wan excellent. 

Source cbeerved Dnskeyu and Omsk freight yard© from this vantage 
point and reports a groat deal of activity. Several train© were 
moving slowly at close intervals frota oast to west approaching 
Omsk. Source estimates all yards be observed to be operating; 
at "near capacity for efficient operation. M AH yard© also 
were well -lighted. 
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50. The flight froa Odessa to Uev me ia a 21 passenger 
twin -engine arieraTfc. Bough in caepariaou to the f0*004. 

51. Source observed only one suspension bridge :tn the USSR *-■ 
at Kiev. 


52. ae railroad bridge at Kiev is single-track but with 
standby replacement materials, so that it could probably tfe 
rebuilt within 24 hour:}. Bailroac aaqployee objected to taking 
of IMs photo but source flashed a press card and Jumped on 
the train avoiding confiscation. 

53. Source was told that Kiev was fO percent parkland, 
and observation t ended to confirm this statement. 

/ 

54. All streetcars observed la the USSE had two operators, 
aostly women. She J&llrood ministry operates the streetcars 
(deduced from uniforms and insignia)* 


55* Source was told that the railroad station in Odessa 
(color photo) was rebuilt, after the Jtu aaa n la ns bombed it out, 
with donated labor. 


56* Odessa Port; 

Docks and installations are directly below the main 
part of the city. A funicular railway is used for access. 

57* Chop : 

ccnpler and truck change far international railway 
cars at Chop required 20 to 25 minutts. (b & v photos) Source 
estimates International railway ears to be about one foot less 
ia height and to be mm foot narrower than standard soviet 
passenger ears. Shere are 4 rails at the tres^hipment point, 
with a lateral adjustment accosgiliatotd by swwtas of Jades. 

58 . The Czechoslovakian railways were la eaaeellaat 
condltionj the Chop to Prague line has bean estenslvely rebuilt 
including tunnels. 

59* 33s« following locomotive types were observed in 
general use on the Czech railroad; 

0-4-4-0 pasoiBjger electric 
2-10-0 steam freight 
4-8-4 steam passenger 


*0 ^ mi- 
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B. Specific Qaaatlan3 and Answers 

Q: Gob tf the photographs yen aabinitted to us wao?ia all- 
purpose freight ear. Did you see tbit type of freight car in wet 

A: I did not see this type of freight ear In uae anywhere. 

Ql After hawing observed the Russian railroads i» eperatii4i, 
do you believe that their announced performance date, (ton kilometer 
of freight bandied) nr® exaggerates? f 

At Z see no reason to question their announced parfomenci'. 
The USSR railroads are extremely wtite and acre vast tannages. 

X teliovt Hllrflad wHyDljS In this ftfli a lyy could do & bottlip .lob 
in railroad operation given the roquir^jeate for traffic movement 
and a plant of the also available to the USflR. However, the USSR 
3^^X^L»Lj?CKJW^L ^ ' ': r i^ 'r. < <•-- r^r: a *. '' to be doing an extremely good 

Job with the plant available to it. 

Q: Did you get the impression that the USSR railroads are 
operating at near capacity! 

As Zhe USSR railroads are swing an extremely bigs density 
of traffic on a relatively mail network. The USSR railroad 
officials appear to be aware of the aeoeesity to increase capacity. 
They have programs for eXeetrlficatisc and dieeelizatioa* However, 
in order to derive the full benefit of these programs they will 
have to expend their yards, lengthen their yard tracks and sidings. 
I believe that sidings and yard tranks which Unit the length of 
the trains are the chief Hiy i tiug factor on tbs capacity of their 
system. She Zraas-fifberlan Railroad appears to be operating at 
near capacity. However, the railroads Z observed in the Ukraine 
bad much 1ms density and were unquestionably operating at a 
rate natch below capacity. 

Qt In traveling east from Sevooiblrak did you ace say 
evidence of pipeline construction? 

A: Ho, 1 did not. 

Qt You have pointed out that there is extreavely high train 
density east of desk on the frara-SSbarian railroad. Bow do the 
fiusaians cope with accidents and hot boxes that occur on these 
high density sections . 

At I didn't see etc accident or a bet beat, and I don't think 
they have many hot boxes. The core appear to be well-lubericatod 
and the railroad system appear to be well-policed so that there 
would be no pilferage dr waste. In addition, the trains are 
relatively abort, possibly 50 care, and m the steam operating 
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sections the starts tin; slow so that the axles are veil lubricated 
whan the tr ain reaches running speed* Also, « y>ft witches 

are foimd at frequent intervals so that if a bet tec should occur 
a train could be pulled into a siding rather quickly* I n e ver cav 
a train in trouble* 

Q: What types of ballast did you observe? 

A: Gravel, sand and crusted rack. The ballast was quite good 
qg the main lines, but on sidings and in yards the ballast frequently 
consisted of sand. This is a logical use of ballast. 

Qt You had as opportunity to observe motor vehicle traffic 
in Leningrad and Jfcseov. Bov did this traffic look? 

A: The traffic was relatively light and consisted of a 
preponderance of truck traffic * about 2/3. 

Qj As a result of observing the density of traffic on the 
Trans-Siberian railroad between Omsk and Irkutsk what feel did you 
get for the through ca p a bi lity in terns of trains seek way per 
day on this streteh of line? 

A: I would say teat baaed m tee activity X observed on t hi s 
stretch of railroad, tee through capability for train movement be- 
tween Ctesk ate Irkutsk would be roughly 60 trains ante way per day, 
averaging about 50 care per freight tartuin. 

0 * As you traveled east free Chafe to Irkutsk did you notice 
any decrease in the train density wb§& you had passed Sovosibirak? 

Ai There may hove been some drop off in train density an X 
passed Hovteibixak. IJowever, X tel the Impression of intense 
activity throughout this trip. It was very seldom that a freight 
train ms not in sight from the passenger train oa which X vac 
riding throughout this trip. 2je yards were well occupied by 
care ate, although the locomotive teed* app ter to be relatively 
mil, teere were a large nssfcer of locomotives in evidence in 
the vicinity of these facilities. 

Qs Md you beam m opportu nity to observe the locomotive 
servicing ate repair facilities at BarabinEk? 

A: Ho. 

Q: What typo of signalling did you observe on the Trans- 
Siberian between Omsk ate Irkutsk f 

At They appeared no have a system similar to cur automatic 
bloc signal ling system. 
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Qs las the flight by air from Jklnitak to Hoscesr in the TU*10t 
gnooBfcarfetiado and noisy? 

At Die flight (a sellout ) m& very coaf crtahle . There wore 
three hostesses on hoard the piano, anti the flight was not noeiy. 
fflcie majority of the passengers were military. 

Qi You observed subway stations la Leningrad sad Ifcsecs/. 4xat 
headway was ©alntaiaed by the subway trains? 

/is four minutes la Leningrad eati two minutes la Moscow. 

Qi that was the condition of the motive power that you 
observed? 

As She motive power appeared to be wen maintained and the 
locomotive crewt appeared to tsk© great pride la the appearance 
of their eqjaijmeat. I am than risaoving grease «t th kerosene, 
and polishing the locomotives on several occasions . 

<4* W»t overall i 2 ®ression did you get of railroad performance 
in the US®? 

At I got the Impression that the Russians have a good rail- 
road plant, that it 1ft well operated, and that it is doing a 
satisfactory job. 1 think, however, that the US railroad men 
could do a better job under similar circumstances. X think that 
this system is acre comparable to our system than my 2 have 
observed la ay travels abroad, ami that we could go in there sad 
take over the Russian railroads and operate them effectively la 
a relatively short period of time. 

Qs You spent same time in the CSPC department store in Moscow. 
Bid you see anything worth buying? 

As The products available appeared to be *ii of domestic 
production. Tbs cameras which appealed to me app eared to be very 
well made and ware act out of lias in price, myn s- iflur f n g the 
favorable ruble rate given to tourists. 

Qi You met the editorial board of (fedok. the railroad 
newspaper. What inqsresaiau did you form of these newspaper people? 

At All ©swept one appeared to be quite c ompeten t in rail- 
J «»4iiag, Qae was & civil e ng i neer , another a mechanical engineer. 
Ybey all appeared to have has railroad experience. I believe they 
are required to publish a certain amoisxt of pvopaaagmaia and hmaa a 
interest material in their newspaper, but they seem to relate 
reliable information from time to time. Their news met be of 
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professional interest, and since sfc least sazan of it can be 
checked on by their readers. It has be be reasonably accurate. 

Qi Md you see any rolling stock in storage? 

A: No. I did see old £ axle oars being used as eaiup cars, 

however. 


% Bid you observe any ineiiiolencyj were there instances 
when the railroad personnel did not appear to know what they 
were doing? 

A: I observe d no sloppy railroading. Service wus excellent 
and oc tine performance except! oocXly good. 

Qt 'Uhat was your general irapresssion of the rolling stock? 

At 1 observed a groat deal of new rolling stock, with many 
special types foot* specific industrial jobs. Bane appeared 
espec i all y built for Military purposes, however* Suffers are 
still re tain ed on railroad cars. 

Q: Bid you observe any freight cars for the transport of 
cement? 

A: Many* c Ifee Soviets use both the covered hopper cad 
container types. 

Qt What is the Russian approach to the M bot boxf probleta? 


A: Principally side use of the roller bearing; elao increase 
of the bewaring surface to 160° instead of ItO®. 


c* 
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1. 3 believe the USSR to be interested in an exchange 
visit of railway personnel. 


2. Use Stubs -S iberian railroad will soon reach capacity 
operation unless there i® rather extensive investment, especially 
in yards mtd sidings* 

3* R a ilroad tracks are always iiore widely separated at 
bridge© and culverts, the longer the creasing, the wider the 
spread sews to be the rule. 

4. acre in a striking lack of artohaniaation in track 
maintenance. About 7 0 percent of this type of labor was female. 


Q - 
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5 * SQfocsps were observed ectenaively engaging in new rail 
ems traction with little mehiaery, 

6* fttay anew femes were obssnrad and enow vmmweQ- is 
probably routine, as with the Canadians. 
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